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Society for the Protection of Native Plants 


The Annual Meeting of the Society will be held in the Lecture Hall 
of the Boston Society of Natural History, 234 Berkeley Street, on 
Saturday, May 7, at 11 a.m. 


An address entitled ‘Spare Our Wild Flowers and Our Roadside 
Scenery” will be given by Mr. Walter Deane, President of the New 
England Botanical Club. 


You are cordially invited to be present with friends. 


The fees of sustaining members are now due and may be paid at this meeting. 


MARGARET E. ALLEN, 
Corresponding Secretary. 
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The Spoliation of Thee me sos 
Country Roadsides’ able corieny in HES 

ton called the “Soci- 
ety for the Protection of Native Plants.” 
A recent leaflet of this society, written 
by Walter Deane, makes a strong appeal 
to spare our roadside scenery. Mr. 
Leane pleads against the present-day 
tendency to “clear up” the roadsides by 
cutting down the very plants that beau- 
tify them, and which our modern land- 
scape gardeners are striving to repro- 
duce in private grounds and public 
parks. He says: 


“The amount of information that the coun- 
try roadside can impart to him who seeks it 
is unlimited. One day I took a short walk 
along a country road in New Hampshire, 
where the roadside tangle was left untouched. 
It did not harm the road, and it did not en- 
croach upon the field beyond. Out of curi- 
osity I began to note the plants along the 
way. In ten minutes, of trees, shrubs and 
smaller plants I had written down sixty-five 
species. It is this feast for the eye and the 
mind that makes country roads so attractive.” 


It will be well for road commissioners 
and the owners of roadside property to 
think on these things and conserve our 
greatest rural beauty. 
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WALTER DEANE, 
28 BREWSTER STREET, 
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Acts of 1904, Chapter 444, 


An Act to prohibit depredations on farm and forest lands, 
#1. Amends #99 of Chapter 208 of Revised Laws so that such section 
shall read as follows: 

#99, Whoever wilfully cuts down or destroys timber or 
wood standing or growing on the land of another, or carries away any 
cind of timber or wood cut down or lying on such land , or digs up 
or carries away stone, ore,gravel,clay,sand, turf or mould from such 
land, or roots, nuts, berries, grapes or fruit of any kind or any 
plant there being, or cuts down or carries away sedge, grass, Hay ors 


any kind:of corn, standing, growing or being on such land, or cuts 


or takes therefrom any ferns, flowers or shrubs, or carries away 
from a wharf or landing place any goods in which he has no interest 
or property, without the license of the owner thereof, shall be 
punished by imprisonment for not more than six months or by a fine 
of not more than five hundred dollars, and if the offence is commit - 
ted on the Lord's day or in disguise or seceretly in the night time 


the imprisonment shall not be less than five days nor the fine less 
, Q 18.170 
_than five dollars. [bam te rb pre 1s Fe} 
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PETERBORO, N. H., THURSDAY, AUGUST 16, 1900, 


Iam very much pleased to learn that 
an effortis being made in Jaffrey to pre- 
serve the natural features of the road- 
sides, and to leave the trees, shrubs, and 
smaller plants to grow as nature plunt- 
ed them. Lam very glad of this oppor- 
tunity to express to you how deeply I 
feel upon this subject aud to state my 
reasons from the point of view of the 
summer boarder. I consider Jaftrey 


| 
| 


England as wellas one of the healthiest, 
and it is for these two reasons that L 


While the fashionable sea-side and 
mountain resorts have their followers 
in great numbers, yet there are thou- 
sands of people who, like myself, are 
attracted on account of the natural 
beauties of the place, to Jaffrey and 
other New England towns. Now one 
of the chief points of attraction is the 
country road. We come up here to en- 
joy nature and to gain strength, and our 
drives and walks are the great attrac- 
tions of every day. The features of 
the road-side are absolutely gone if we 
miss not only the beautiful trees of 
‘which Jaffrey may justly be proud, but 
also the tangled shrubbery skirting the 
way between the road and the wall. 
This undergrowth is one of the chief 


beauties in the scenery of the road-side, | 


and forms a setting for the trees and 
taller shrubs. Every plant that natare 
has set out is needed to make a harmo- 
nious whole. 

There is a great iuterest that is in- 
creasing every year in the study of na- 
ture. It has taken during the past few 
years a strong hold upon the people, 
and it is astonishing to find how eager- 
ly the study of plants, birds and insects 
about usis being pursued. It is becom- 

ing a feature now in school education 
|and surely every means should be of- 


one of the most beautiful towns in New | 


have come here regularly since 1889. | 


fered to aid this longing to know pinge| 
of nature’s ways. A long experience 

shows me that it is along the road-side | 
that the study of nature can be followed | 
with the greatest ease and with great | 
profit. The features for such study 

exist here now in a most perfect degree, 

I appeal to you to use all your influence 

to retain these attractions. Do not 

“clear up” the road-sides by cutting 

down the very plants that we come up 

here tossee. Destroy these beautiful 

borders to your roads and the attrac- 

tions have gone. Why! in the land- 

scape gardening of to-day they are seek- 

ing to reproduce these natural features 

of the road-side in our private grounds 

and our public parks. They have at 

last realized that nature after all, is the 

best guide. It is not only your grand 

old Monadnock, your sweeping fields, 

rolling hills and glorious woods that we 

love, it is also the beautiful conntry 

roads, lined witb nature’s garden, in) 
which birds without number spend the 
summer with us. 

I speak not only for those of us who 
come to Jaffrey for the summer holi- 
days, but for the children of the town. 
On the road-side there is ever before 
them an object lesson. He who knows 
all the plants, birds and insects by the 
way, is far ahead in those branches of 
science that deal with these objects 
about us, and he will make a better 
man for knowing more of nature’s 
secrets. J hope that these studies are 
carried on in your schools here. 

The amount of information that the 
road-side can impart to him who seeks 
it is unlimited. One day I took a short 
walk along a country road in New 
Hampshire, where the road-side tangle 
was left untouched. It did not harm 
the road, and it did not encroach upon 
the field beyond. Out of curiosity I 
began to note the plants along the way. 


In ten minutes, of trees, shrubs and 


smaller plants I had written down sixty- 
five species. It is this feast for the eye 
and the mind that makes your roads so 
attractive. 

I can say without reservation that 1 
know of no place where there are such 
exquisite drives as you have here in 
Jaffrey. It is an easy matter to destroy 
the beauty of these drives. If this 
should be done and the great attraction 
that calls us here removed I fear that! 
many would seek other places where 
their daily walks and drives would still 
be among the trees and shrubs. Im- 
prove and widen your roads in places, 
if necessary, but do not touch their 
beautiful borders. 

I know very well the strong feeling 
that exists among the summer visitors 
to Jaffrey in regard to this preservation 
of the road-sides, and I cannot but feel 
that there are many, living here, who 
would grieve at the destruction of 
these natural features. The drive to 
Dublin along the road past the “Ark” 
is deservedly known far and wide for 
its natural beauties, and he surely must 
be blind indeed, who could bear to have 
any of these beauties destroyed. It is 
a privilege to live amidst such scenes. 

Tam -very glad that your Grange is 
taking up not only the very important 
material side of the life of those about 
you, but also that side which appeals to 
the finer perceptions of our nature. 
These perceptions we all possess to a 
ereater or less degree, and in the name 
of those of us who come into your town 
every summer to enjoy with you the 
privileges offered by your exquisite 
scenery I beg you to use all your in- 
fluence in persuading your friends and 
neighbors that the road-side features of 
the town are among the chief attrac- 
tions of Jaffrey. Water DEANE. 
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Peru, on April 21. 


From a Photograph Received Last Night by Prof, E. C. Pickering of Harvard College, Taken at Arequipa, 
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COMET WATCHERS 
~ATLAST REWARDED 


Nine Photographs Obtained by 
Apparatus at Harvard Observ- 

* atory;PublicGiven Opportunity 
to Use Prismatic Reflectors, 


* Flaring up in a clear, moonless sky, 
Halley's comet was seen by thousands 
in all parts of Greater Boston, be- 
“tween 7:30 and 10 o’clock last nigh& 
‘At the Harvard Observatory -nine 


splendid photographs were taken of 
the wonder, and its recent changes, 
both in shape and light reflection, 
lwere specifically determined, If the 
sky is clear tonight the comet will 
be almost equally visible, and similar 
‘observations will be made. 

As a special adyantage for those 
‘interested, the Harvard Obseryatory 
opened up one of the four-inch pris- 
fmatic refiectors for public use, and 
scores of interested watchers saw 
the brilliant spectacle. 

As viewed last night through the 
telescopes, the comet showed 6.43 
magnitudes of brightness. The nu- 
‘cleus was clearly defined and was not 
split in halves, as it appeared some 
days ago to western observers, The 
jJet of extremely bright light extend- 
hing 2% minutes to the southwest on, 
‘May 23 and 24 had also disappeared, 
| Leon Campbell determined the com- 
‘et's brightness, as viewed by the 
naked eye, as 2 minutes, or about the 
brightness of the pole star. The 
length of the tail measured 40 degrees. 
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“Through the! courtesy of Harvard 
Observatory, The; Herald ts able ‘to 
present io its: readers a table show- 


Jcomet and dts tall from today until! 
‘May 31. The hoyrs sre'mathematic- 
illy ‘correct for Boston “°° | | 
Ther table follews: 
re Schedule of Comet, 
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